
Mrs. Morin’s Class News 

 I cannot believe the summer has ended and we have started a new school 

year. We are looking forward to an exciting year together. September is a time for 

new beginnings. Educators have the luxury of a new start each year, and for me 

there is something special about the opening of a new school year. 

Language Arts 

 In Language Arts, we have launched Reader’s Workshop focusing on the 

following skills: main idea/detail, reading for detail, predicting what might come 

next in the text, connecting the text to ourselves and other texts, finding the 

theme of the story, and asking questions as we read.  These are great strategies to 

try at home when reading with your child at night.  Have him/her stop and predict, 

connect, and question as you read along.  At the end, ask your child to summarize 

what was read.  Students are required to read at home at least thirty minutes 

every night and log in their minutes.  As you are reading with your child at home, be 

sure he/she is stopping at periods and pausing at commas.  Also while reading, 

encourage your child to use expression.  If there is an exclamation mark, read that 

sentence with lots of excitement.  This helps with the comprehension process, and 

also helps to build fluency.   

 We have also launched the Writer’s Workshop focusing on writing realistic 

fiction using our own lives and stories around us for inspiration. Students will begin 

writing stories by using sounds, thoughts, and feelings to bring their characters to 

life.   

Math 

 In Math, we have been focusing on mastery of the fourth grade common 

core curriculum.  We also started using Guided Math in our classroom.  It is similar 

to Guided Reading in that the teacher puts the students into small groups and the 

students work on specific standards being taught in centers around the 

room.  Students are placed in ability level groups and taught the standards of the 

curriculum.  Differentiation is achieved as students are in different groups and 

instruction is changed to hit the needs of the student.   

 

 



Science 

In science class we have began a new unit about what makes objects sink or 

float.   Through observation and experimentation, students have been investigating 

buoyancy and developing a better understanding of related concepts such as 

density, displacement, and weight.  At the same time, this hand-on unit is letting 

the student’s interest in science soar. 

Social Studies 

 Do you know all there is to know about New Jersey?  This year we will be 

going on a fun adventure through our very own Garden State.  We will travel 

through the regions, experience the lives of the first people to arrive in New 

Jersey, and discover new land with famous explorers.   

 

We have a fun and exciting year planned ahead and can’t wait to learn more! 

 


